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I would like to focus on three issues: normative foundations; institutional aspects of capabilities; and the specificity of a Capability Social State. 
1. Normative foundations : the Capability Approach is a new way to enter classical social policy debates 

The CA is caracterised by three features:

- positive freedom as opposed to negative freedom : this is the wayout of a “neo-liberal” understanding of freedom. This is shared with the “socialist” tradition

- the development of positive freedom needs to set up a policy beyond “ressourcism” : this the way out the classic redistributive scheme of social policies (“welfarism”). This is a difference with the classical social-democratic politics
- the capability is a concept going beyond well-being and utility (inclusion of agency as a value). Potential critique of the “model of growth” as a whole.  Redefinition of the prosperity This is important in order to connect the Red and Green movements in our historical situation. 

The “war on poverty” strategies are redefined if we take these three dimensions into account. 

2. Institutional component of the idea of capability 


We should distinguish three levels of structuration of a capability: individual, social and institutional. There are epistemological and political implications in these distinctions. 
	Capacity 1 
	Individual capacity
	Psychologie, économie classique



	Capacity 2 
	Social capacity 
	Sociologie, psychologie sociale



	Capacity 3 
	Entitlements
	Capability Economics (Sen), institutionnalist Economics




The third level is the most important one in the design of social policies. It means not only resources but rights. The rights are substantive (minimal income, right to work, etc.) and procedural (institutionalised capability for voice). 

3. The Capability Welfare State is not the neo-liberal Active Welfare State

During the last twenty years, a fierce debate between so-called “active” and “passive” Welfare States.  Too often, activity meant a return to a classical liberal State. The Capability Approach might work as an intellectual framework to give meaning to a new “procedural social State”. It means that rights (and not only policies) are still important in the design of social policies. But the very definition of the achievement of rights is different if we consider them from the CA point of view. The very notion of Capability can be applied to legal rights in order to assess and control their implementation.  
	Rights
	State
	Conception of freedom
	State Intervention 

	Formal rights
	Liberal State
	Negative freedom
	Beyond the civil society : judicial arbitration



	Material rights
	Protective State
	Positive ressourcist freedom


	Manager 

	Procedural rights
	Enabling State
	Positive capable  freedom
	Supply of substantive and procedural resources to individuals






















































